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Key Land Preserved on the Princeton Ridge 
Land purchase advances goal of Princeton Ridge Preserve  

 
 August 25, 2011. Princeton, NJ.  Four non-profits, three government agencies, and numerous 
 private donors have preserved a key 14-acre parcel of mature forest on the sensitive Princeton 
 Ridge in northern Princeton Township.  The Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association, New 
 Jersey Conservation Foundation, Friends of Princeton Open Space, and Kingston Greenways 
 Association, in partnership with Princeton Township, Mercer County and the NJ Green Acres 
 program, preserved the land that had been owned by the Ricciardi family. 
 
 The Ricciardi tract connects two adjacent properties slated for preservation in the near future. J. 
 Robert Hillier has agreed to donate approximately 17 acres to the north and west as part of a 
 planned age-restricted housing development, while 30+ acres owned by All Saints Church on the 
 north and east will be preserved by D&R Greenway Land Trust and Friends of Princeton Open 
 Space (see map and photos below). 
 
 The Watershed Association and its partners introduced the idea of a “Princeton Ridge Preserve” 
 several years ago to connect these and other properties with the Herrontown Woods Preserve, 
 Autumn Hill Reservation and other preserved lands.  The Ricciardi acquisition is the first step 
 towards making this vision a reality. 

 "We are extremely pleased that this property will continue to grow trees and harbor wildlife, rather 
 than sprout buildings and generate stormwater runoff," said Jim Waltman, the Watershed 
 Association’s executive director.   

 Five years ago, the Watershed Association fought against a proposed 98-unit housing development 
 on the Ricciardi property.  The Zoning Board rejected the majority of the proposal but approved a 
 significant amount of development on the land. The Ricciardi family then sought approvals for 47 
 housing units on the property before agreeing to sell the land for preservation. 

 About the Watershed Association  
 The Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association, a member-supported nonprofit organization, protects 
 the 265-square-mile region of central New Jersey drained by the Stony Brook and Millstone River – an area 
 spanning 26 towns and five counties. Founded in 1949, the Watershed Association is central New Jersey’s 
 first environmental group protecting clean water and the environment through conservation, advocacy, 
 science and education. 
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The Ricciardi tract in northern Princeton contains mature woods, boulder fields, and steep slopes. 

 
 

 


