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Watershed Association Launches Pass It On Campaign 
Unveils Plans for a Bold Vision for the Watershed 

 
October 5, 2011 (Hopewell, NJ) – A leader in the protection of central New Jersey’s water and environment for 
more than 60 years, the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association  is embarking on a bold new plan to 
transform the heart of its Watershed Reserve into a model for sustainable living for all of New Jersey.  
 
At the 36th annual Watershed FEST on Saturday, October 1, the Watershed Association celebrated the launch 
of its Pass It On  campaign with more than 300 of its closest friends and family. The Pass It On campaign 
seeks to raise $10 million to implement a Bold Vision for the Watershed  – creation of a new Environmental 
Center, redesign of the Watershed Association’s trail network and fortification of the organization’s endowment. 
To date $5 million has been raised.  
 
Media and Watershed Association friends are invited  to experience the Bold Vision for the Watershed 
first-hand  with a “Building Tour”  on Tuesday, October 11  at 10 a.m. Call (609) 737-3735 x16 to RSVP. 
 
“The challenges facing our water and environment continue to mount,” said Jim Waltman, Watershed 
Association Executive Director. “We need to strengthen our ability to change behaviors and create protections 
for our natural resources before it’s too late. Our new Environmental Center, and the sustainable technologies 
it will employ, will allow us to model smart strategies for saving energy, water and the environment for 
generations to come.” 
 
"We've been saying for decades that the 11th hour is approaching, that if we don't preserve land, protect the 
water, put in place the good municipal ordinances, we will irreparably damage our environment," added 
Congressman Rush Holt (D-12), honorary Pass It On Campaign Co-Chair with wife Dr. Margaret Lancefield, 
and former Watershed Association Board Chairman. "The 11th hour really is here now and we need efforts like 
that of the Watershed Association to make a difference." 
 
Three key components of our Bold Vision for the Wat ershed: 

·  Create a new Environmental Center to serve as the central hub of all Watershed Association activities. 
It’s designed to achieve LEED Platinum Certification through the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program (the highest possible rating) and will 
demonstrate environmentally responsible technologies while providing classrooms, exhibit halls, a 
laboratory, computer learning center, conference rooms, gift shop, kitchen space and staff offices. 

·  Redesign our trail network on our 930-acre Watershed Reserve to better educate guests about the 
Reserve’s distinctive habitats. Trail improvements will also provide greater year-round accessibility to 
visitors of all ages and mobilities. 

·  Fortify the Watershed Association Endowment to provide for the responsible maintenance of our new 
facilities and strengthen our long-term fiscal stability. 



 

 
“We are working to transform the heart of our Watershed Reserve into a bold and inspiring model for how we 
can all live more environmentally responsible lives,” added Mr. Waltman. “The new Environmental Center will 
increase our program capacity by more than doubling our available space. It will provide teaching and research 
facilities to heighten the rigor and sophistication of our scientific and educational curriculum, and model 
innovative behaviors and technologies to reduce energy and water consumption and restore environmental 
health.” 

 
The Pass It On goal is $10 million - $7.5 million for the new Environmental Center and $2.5 million for the 
Watershed Association’s endowment. To date more than $5 million has been raised. 
 
Successful fundraising and permitting will allow construction to begin in 2012. The campus-wide improvements 
will take 12 to 18 months to complete.  
 
“We want to pass on to our children a world whose natural resources are abundant, where waterways are 
clean and protected, and environmental stewardship is a given way of life,” said Meg Gorrie, Campaign Co-
chair and Watershed Association Trustee. “This vision is embodied in our Pass It On campaign.”  
 
Key sustainable features of the Environmental Cente r 
Net zero energy building – The goal is for the building to consume no more energy than is produced on site. 
This will be accomplished by drastically reducing energy demand and utilizing renewable energy sources 
including: 
 

·  Geothermal Heating and Cooling – Uses the Earth’s relatively constant temperature to help provide 
heat in the winter and cooling in the summer. According to the U.S. EPA, geothermal systems can 
reduce energy use in heating by 30-70 percent and in cooling by 20-50 percent. 

·  Diurnal duct ventilation system – Employs ducts beneath the ground and the Earth’s relatively constant 
temperature to pre-heat air coming in from the outside in the winter, and pre-cool air coming in from the 
outside in the summer. 

·  Green roof – Will improve insulation, extend the life of the roofing materials, and reduce stormwater 
runoff. 

·  Natural sun lighting – Will be used for 90 percent of the building’s interior light needs. 
·  Photovoltaic panels – Generate non-polluting renewable energy from the sun to meet our needs for 

electricity. 
 
Rainwater harvesting – Water will be collected from the building’s roof to use in flushing toilets, irrigating 
gardens and other non-potable uses, reducing our water use and the energy associated with it. 
 
Rain gardens – Water-loving plants and soil amendments will be utilized to reduce and purify stormwater runoff 
and help recharge our aquifer. 
 
In addition, the new center will be connected to an innovative wetlands-based wastewater treatment system 
that is being designed and constructed outside of the Pass It On campaign with the generous support of the 
Rita Allen Foundation. This system will employ the natural cleansing action of plants, soil and microorganisms 
to result in water that is cleaner than what is produced from traditional wastewater treatment systems and is 
more effective in infiltrating water into the aquifer. 
 
“The Watershed Association’s new Environmental Center will become one of just a handful of LEED Platinum 
certified buildings in New Jersey,” said Michael Farewell, FAIA, of Farewell Architects LLC. “The Watershed 
Association is not only teaching and advocating sustainable strategies in dealing with our environment but also 
demonstrating in this building how to achieve them.” 
 
Other members of the project team include: Viridian Landscape Studio of Philadelphia, Pa.; Van Sickle-Rolleri, 



 

Ltd. of Medford, NJ; Carroll Engineering of Warrington, Pa.; AKF Group LLC of Princeton, NJ; and Princeton 
Hydro of Ringoes, NJ. 
 
Interviews with Executive Director Jim Waltman, Congressman Rush Holt, and architect Michael Farewell are 
available upon request. Contact Communications Director Gwen McNamara at (609) 737-3735 x16 or 
gmcnamara@thewatershed.org.  
 
About the Watershed Association  
The Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association is central New Jersey’s first environmental group protecting clean 
water and the environment through conservation, advocacy, science and education. Since 1949, the Watershed 
Association has protected the 265-square-mile region of central New Jersey spanning 26 towns and five counties along 
the Stony Brook and Millstone River. To learn more, visit www.thewatershed.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association’s proposed Environmental Center. (Rendering by Barbara Ratner) 
 
 
At left: Proposed elements of the new 
Environmental Center at the Watershed Reserve. 
(Graphic by Palmer Uhl) 


