Needs of Life
Grade:  Lower Elementary (K)
Time:
   40 minutes

Objectives:
Students will…

· Describe the needs of life – food, water, shelter, space

· Identify a blue jay

· State what blue jays eat and where they live

Materials:

· Photo of blue jay

· Spotting scopes (toilet paper tubes covered with contact paper, to help students focus)
· Needs of Life drawings – food, water, shelter, air

Introduction
Ask students what they need to stay alive.  They need food, water, air, and shelter.  If they are having trouble, use the picture cards of each need as visual clues.  Ask them where they get the things to meet these needs – where do they get food?  Water?, etc.


Procedure

1. Blue Jays

Today we will be talking about how and where wild animals get their needs.  Introduce the blue jay, using the picture.  Have the students make observations – color, etc.  Show them with your hands how big it is (10-12 inches long), and their call (Jay!  Jay!  Jay!)  

As a group, figure out what blue jays eat (anything, but especially seeds, nuts, fruit), what it drinks (water from dew and puddles), and where it lives (in the woods, hides in trees and bushes).

Distribute spotting scopes to each student.  They will be using them to help find the needs of life of the blue jay.  When the group is walking, spotting scopes should be down at their sides, not near their faces.  They cannot walk and use the spotting scope at the same time.  

2. On the trail

Walk along the trail, looking for signs that a blue jay could live here.  Look for berries, nuts (including acorns), puddles, brush piles or the branches of fallen trees.  You can also talk about how blue jays can alert other birds to the presence of predators by calling.  Sometimes, however, they can imitate a red tailed hawk’s call to startle smaller birds away from food.

Conclusion
Review with students what everything needs to live (food, water, shelter, air), having students give examples of each for humans and blue jays. 

Other birds to use in the fall include Carolina chickadees , northern cardinals, song sparrows, and American crows.

