Salamander Room









Grade:
Lower Elementary (1)
Time:

40 minutes

Objectives:
Students will …

· Describe the components of habitat

· Describe what an amphibian is like.

· Give an example of what a salamander or frog needs to survive.

· Identify those needs in the animal’s cage.

Materials:

· Salamander Room by Anne Mazer
· A frog, toad, or salamander, if possible
Introduction

Ask if any of the students have ever seen a salamander.  Point to the cover of the book and show them what one type looks like.  Introduce the book and read it.

Procedure

1. Habitat

At the end of the book, ask students what the boy’s room looks like (a forest).  Why?  Because that is where a salamander lives and finds everything it needs to survive.  The place where an animal finds all the things it needs to survive is called its habitat.  Ask students to provide examples from the book of what the salamander needs.  Make a list of the components of habitat – food, water, shelter, space (you could also make pictures of each for early learners).  As a class, place the needs from the story ion the correct category.
2. Amphibians

Ask students if they know what an amphibian is.  An amphibian is an animal that has four legs, wet, slimy skin, and lays its jelly covered eggs in the water or a wet place.  Have them repeat amphibian back to you, and tell you what kind of skin they have and where they lay their eggs.  Amphibians are cool because they can drink and breathe through their skin!  

Can they think of any other animals that might be an amphibian?  Frogs and toads.
3. Meet and Greet

Tell the students you have a very special visitor.  Bring the animal, in its tank, into the classroom.  Remind them of the book, then ask them to point put the things in the tank that the frog needs and why.

Conclusion

Ask students what the frog and salamander needed to live.  Have them provide examples from the story and the animal’ tank.

