Caring for the Earth









Grade:
Lower Elementary (K)
Time:

40 minutes

Objectives:
Students will…

· Distinguish natural and human made materials in a bird’s nest.

· Provide examples of how we can help birds build nests.

· Help clean up common areas.

Materials:

· American robin nest

· Picture of American robin

· Children’s gloves

· Trash bags

Introduction

Have students sit in a circle on the carpet inside.  Show them the bird nest and ask if they know what it is.  Explain that it is the nest of an American robin, and show them the photo.  Have any of them seen a robin before?  Teach students the robin’s song (Cheer-i-lee [rising], cheer-i-loo [falling] repeated several times.)
Procedure

1.  Natural or People-Made

Explain to students that their job is to do two things as the nest moves around the circle: look at what the robin used to make the nest and to decide which things are made by people and which are made by nature.

Bring the nest around the circle, letting each child look at and gently touch it.  Coach each child in finding several items that the robin used to make its nest.  Ask them if nature made it or if people did.

After the nest has made the rounds, write on the board, “What the robin used to make the nest:”   Under the sentence, make two columns, “made by people” and “made by nature”.  Ask students what they saw in the nest, and which column it should go in.  As they give you answers, write them on the board.
When you have finished the inventory, ask students to make a bird beak with their thumb and forefinger.  Explain that if they were a bird, this is the only thing they would be able to use to build their nest.  Would they build it out of things that are heavy or light?  They would only be able to carry very light things.  Ask students for examples of light things that a bird could carry.  Mention that hair would be another light thing and that in the spring they can clean out their hairbrushes and put the hair outside for birds to use.

2.  Trash

Ask students if they think a bird could carry a chip bag to make a nest (no) or a soda can (no).  Explain that they will be going outside to clean up trash like that so it can’t hurt any of the birds or other animals.  As students line up, give each a child-sized pair of work gloves.  Ask for two volunteers to carry the trash bags.  Set out for the front of the school or part of the nature trail, looking for trash along the way. 

Conclusion

After the trash bags are full or time has run out, return to the classroom and talk about what trash they found.  Ask for ideas to stop trash from ending up on the ground.    

