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       Nature’s Calendar – 

 Phenology of the Stony Brook -Millstone Watershed

DRAFT

January


All month – Follow animal tracks in fresh snow to discover more about animal lifestyles


All month – Watch for stoneflies along the Stony Brook and snow fleas on the snow


(Mid-month – wintering and resident bald eagles are active, esp. near Delaware Water 


Gap and along Delaware Bay tributaries)


Mid-month – Great Horned Owls nesting, on eggs 
February

Early month – groundhogs awaken

Early month – listen for birdsong on sunny days – tufted titmice, chickadees, nuthatches, 
cardinals, mockingbirds; woodpeckers drumming

Late month – maple sap rising – watch for swelling buds and squirrel fountains

Late month – skunk cabbage begins flowering

Late month – Great Horned Owls hatch

March


Early month – woodfrogs and spring peepers awaken and sing


Early month – spotted salamanders breed in pools


Early month – earthworms rise


Early month – woodcocks migrating – nuptial flights


Early month – robins migrating, return to feeding on worms


Mid-month – phoebes return


Late month – look for coltsfoot blooming

April


Early month – Watch for painted turtles sunning at ponds


Early month – Spring ephemerals begin blooming – Hepatica and Trailing Arbutus


Mid-month – More spring ephemerals blooming – Spring Beauties, Trout Lilies, more


Mid-month – Garter snakes come of our hibernaculums in masses


Mid-month – Shadbush blooms; (Shad migrate up the Delaware River)

Mid-month – hibernating butterflies appear 

(Mid-month – shorebirds migrating)

Late month – hummingbirds arriving

Late month – resident birds begin nesting

May


Early month – tree leaf buds opening; caterpillars hatching


Early month – Look for morels

Mid-month – warblers at peak numbers


Mid-month – neotropical songbirds begin courting and nesting


Late month – songbirds hatching


(Late month – horseshoe crabs breeding along Delaware Bay)

Late month – green frogs breeding
June


Early month – wild strawberries in season

Early month - painted turtles laying eggs


Early month – bullfrogs breeding


Late month – Fireflies courting


Late month – birdsong begins to decline

July


Early month – gypsy moths emerging


Mid-month – blackberry and raspberry season 


Mid-month – annual cicadas emerging and singing


Late month – katydid, katydid, katydid . . . all night long

August


All month – shorebird migration


All month – spider webs in the morning dew


Mid-month – snakes born


Late month – late season mushrooms – if it rains

September


Early month – passerine migration peaking


Mid-month – peak Monarch butterfly migration


Mid-month – peak raptor migration along ridges


Late month – fall wildflower bloom at peak

October


Early month – nut harvest peaks


Mid-month – peak fall foliage


Mid-month – peak waterfowl migration


Late month – herptiles retreat for winter

November


Mid-month – rut season – whitetail deer mating


Mid-month – Listen for Great horned owls courting at dusk

(Late month – peak snow geese migration at Forsythe NWR)

December


Mid-month – pray for snow

