· Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonium)

[image: image1.wmf]Found in fields and thickets. Nocturnal. Great jumping ability!

· Eastern Cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus)

Common in fields and thickets. Most active at dawn and dusk (crepuscular). 

· White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus)

Common in all habitats. Seen commonly on the Stony Brook and Four Seasons trails in the woods. Most active at dawn and dusk (crepuscular).  

· Human (Homo sapiens)

This species can be observed at the Main Office and at the Buttinger Nature Center. Are available to answer any questions. 
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Opossum 

 

(Didelphis marsupialis)

 

Common in woodlands and 

around buildings. 

Nocturnal. Plays “dead” when frightened.

 

 

q

 

Eastern Mole (Scalopus aquaticus)

 

Common in field and forests. Active day and 

night. Look for the raised ridges left by their 

underground 

tunnels. 

 

 

q

 

Starnose Mole (Condylura cristata)

 

Found in low, wet ground. Active day and night. 

Look for their tunnel on the trail near the pond 

and the Stony Brook.

 

 

q

 

Masked Shrew (Sorex cinerus)

 

Found in moist forests, 

fields, and thickets. Active 

day and 

night. Tiny. 

 

 

q

 

Short tailed Shrew (Blarina brevicauda)

 

Common in forests and fields. Active day and 

night. Can be identified by ultra high

-

pitched 

vocalizations Saliva in venomous. 

 

 

q

 

 

Eastern Red Bat (Lasiurus borealis)

 

Uncommon. Occasionally seen feeding 

over 

fields, the pond, or the Stony Brook. Nocturnal.

 

 

q

 

Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus)

 

Common at dusk to be flying from under the 

shutters of the Main Office or at the Pond. 

 

 

q

 

Black Bear (Ursus Americanus)

 

Rare at the Watershed. One sighting in 2005 of 

a 

bear crossing Crusher Road on the reserve.

 

q

 

Raccoon (Procyon lotor)

 

Common in wooded area and along streams. 

Nocturnal. 

 

 

q

 

Longtail Weasel (Mustela frenata)

 

Rarely Observed. Found in 

field and forest. Nocturnal. 

 

 

q

 

Mink (Mustela vison)

 

Rare. Seen one year (

1995) at the pond. 

Nocturnal 

 

 

q

 

Striped Skunk (Mephitis mephitis)

 

Common in field and forest. Nocturnal. Beware 

of its defensive spray! 

 

 

q

 

Coyote (Canis latrans)

 

Uncommon visitor, though increasingly spotted. 

Found in field and forest. 

 

 

q

 

Red Fox (Vulpes vulp

es)

 

Common in field and forest. Nocturnal. 

 

Eerie vocalizations. Seen on the Four Seasons 

Trail and crossing Titus Mill Road. 

 

 

q

 

Gray Fox 

 

(Urocyon cinereoargenteus)

 

Common in fields and forest. Nocturnal.

 

 

q

 

Woodchuck (Marmota monax)

 

Also called Groundhog. 

Common in open woods, 

fields and ecotones. Premier den diggers in the 

Northeast. Diurnal.  

 

 

q

 

Eastern Grey Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)

 

Very common throughout the year. Look for 

their round leafy nests in treetops. Diurnal. 

 

 

q

 

Red Squirrel (Tamiasciurus h

udsonicus)

 

Common, particularly on the Four Seasons Trail 

and at the Pond. Diurnal. 

 

 

q

 

Southern Flying Squirrel 

 

(Glaucomys volans)

 

Common in forests. Strictly Nocturnal. 

 

 

q

 

Beaver 

 

(Castor Canadensis)

 

Rare visitor to the Stony 

Brook. Nocturnal.

 

 

q

 

White

-

foot

ed Mouse 

 

(Peromyscus leucopus)

 

Common in all habitats. 

Nocturnal. 

 

 

q

 

Meadow Vole (Microtus pennsylvanicus)

 

Most abundant mammal in North America. Look 

for their surface tunnels in older fields. 

Nocturnal. Important predator food source. 

 

 

q

 

Muskrat (Ondatra 

zibethica)

 

Common. Often seen feeding or swimming in the 

Stony Brooks or at the pond. Diurnal. 

 

 

q

 

Norway Rat (Rattus norvegicus)

 

Found in and around the foundations of farm 

buildings. Nocturnal. 

 

 

q

 

House Mouse 

 

(Mus musculus)

 

Common in buildings and 

fields.

 Nocturnal.

 


Other species are probably present at the Watershed but have not yet been verified. Reports of additional species are welcome. Please contact:

Jeff Hoagland, Education Director

Tara Miller, Teacher/Naturalist

Allison Jackson, Teacher Naturalist

Buttinger Nature Center: (609) 737-7592

Main Office: (609) 737- 3735

Fax: (609) 737- 3075

Email: bnc@thewatershed.org

Founded in 1951, the Stony Brook –Millstone Watershed Association is a membership supported, nonprofit, environmental organization committed to enhancing the quality of the environment in the area drained by the Stony Brook and Millstone rivers. Through year-round programs, workshops, and many other activities, we hope to increase public awareness of environmental issues. 

This 860-acre nature reserve offers ten miles of trails through various habitats including fields, forests, streams and wetlands. The reserve is also a wildlife refuge and hosts a wide variety of mammal life including big brown bats, red foxes and opossums. 

The staff and volunteers of the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association prepared this flyer. We hope this list opens your eyes as you walk through the trails and increases your awareness of what mammals have been seen on the reserve. 
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