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This memo summarizes the eleven responses we egec&vour Municipal Assessment
Survey, which was distributed to various Monroe Tiship officials and volunteers, and
places those responses in context with the goatiscsin Monroe’s Master Plan (2003).

The first question asked the recipients to telihesr vision for the future of Monroe Township.
Almost all respondents’ vision includes some forfneantrolling growth. Many mentioned keeping
Monroe’s rural/ suburban character. Six specificalentioned preserving open space (one sug-
gested keeping 50% open). Other open space suggestcluded keeping a buffer along the Mill-
stone River; expand Thompson Park with bufferingate recreation walking/bike trails.

The vision of the community to control growth arrégerve half of the Township as open space is
reflected in the Master Plan as well. Master Plaalgexpress the vision of a Township balanced
between open space and developed land. The togagdaésidential Land Use is to “preserve and
protect existing viable residential neighborhoodplomoting development within the framework
of existing zoning densities” — and another goabitcontinue the trend in open space acquisition,
environmentally sensitive area preservation analtamd preservation...The objective is to retain
50% of the Township in a combination of the aboategories.” The Parks recreation and Open
Space Element of the Master Plan states that “Dlakig to preserve 50 percent of the Township’s
land in open space, wetlands, farmlands and Stat€aunty lands.”

Although there is a clear preference for segregatsidential, commercial and industrial
areas there is not a clear direction suggestdtkisurvey responses for the role of industry
in the future of the Township; one suggested kagpidustry to a minimum and one sug-
gested increasing corporate occupancy of indugtael; others mentioned keeping com-
mercial development out of residential areas andting along route 33. The responses
should be compared with the Master Plan goalsrioderage appropriate commercial de-
velopment in areas of population concentrationiarateas so zoned and in the Route 33
corridor” and to “promote industrial developmen{specified areas]” and the Economic
Plan element to encourage “continued light indaktthd commercial development in ap-
propriate areas.”



Several respondents mentioned preventing traffngestion. Low or stable taxes, and
good schools were also mentioned several timesth&nsuggestion was for a Performing
Arts Center. One respondent specifically mentioagitering to the Master Plan to prevent
overbuilding, traffic congestion, and overburdenihg school system and to keep open
space for recreation and air quality.

We next asked the recipients to list thggals for theenvironment Again, a majority
stressed preserving open space, both for estlegisons (“greenery” was mentioned sev-
eral times) and for air and water quality objectivBeveral suggested protecting natural ar-
eas. One respondent suggested protecting wilddifigtdits by acquiring contiguous parcels
of open space, creating opportunities for enviromadeeducation. The Master Plan Con-
servation Plan element goal is to “preserve antept@nvironmentally sensitive lands and
natural resources” through multiple methods inecilgdamong others, the use of the Natural
Resources Inventory to identify floodplains, wetlanaquifer recharge areas and wood-
lands and ensure their protection; restricting tbgu@ent in critical environmental areas;
providing a continuous network of open spaces akirgams, scenic areas and critical en-
vironmental areas through cluster subdivision tegles; and encouraging development
techniques to preserve natural amenities, wood|augsic views and open space and ag-
uifer recharge areas and farmland. Also the P&&sreation and Open Space element
goal is to “provide for adequate parks, open spexckrecreational facilities, and protect
wildlife and biodiversity through a comprehensieeneation and open [sic] plari...

In addition to open space, respondents indicatetsdor a sustainable community. Several
suggested efforts for energy conservation/emissiedsction such as green buildings and
low-emission school buses. The Master Plan CoasiervElement includes a goal to
“encourage energy conservation through subdiviaimhsite plan techniques.” The Utility
Service plan includes a goal that “water conseovaéind retention policies should be es-
tablished for all future developments.”

Other specific goals mentioned by respondents deadithe following. To use any addi-
tional analysis based on varying the zoning, dessior land use to evaluate potential im-
pacts. Encourage more creativity in our bufferingtovide roadside environments not
repetitious green walls. Coordinate with County ltreBept. Press for more timely reme-
diation of known contaminated sites. Reducing itafbngestion by designing roads to
minimize travel distances and encouraging massppatation; creating trails/pedestrian/
bike paths. Use cluster zoning to secure landdbwiplements overall open space plan in-
stead of many small isolated parcels. Banning Aiifsreserved natural areas.

We asked respondents to list thgirals for thesocialcharacte of the Township.

More than half the respondents mentioned the 58&0of generations (family and sen-
iors), a characteristic of the community (almodf baresidents live in age restricted com-
munities), as a goal. Several of these suggessa@izgy to integrate generations. Three
suggested open space and recreational areas $l@atttouraged. The Master Plan goals
reflect this vision; a top Land Use element goabismaintain a sound balance between



planned retirement communities and non-age restrictsidential development.” One
Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan goal iotdifwie to enforce a sense of pride in
the park and recreational facilities within the eounity through youth sports groups,
clubs and organizations and adopt a parks program.”

Other specific goals mentioned were: --courtesy r@spect for others, -- -low crime
rate --Encourage cluster development to insuretgreanount of open space; preserve
environmentally sensitive areas, e.g., streamaors] wetlands and woodlands.-- Work
towards increased recreational areas, such agphtks and pedestrian greenways.--
Population should max out at 40-45,000. — Explorenfng joint ventures with James-
burg, the hole in the donut, to save both munidipalmoney.

We asked respondents to list thgmals for theeconomicviability of the Township.
Some responses focused on encouraging businedspiaeat in the route 33 corridor,
and supporting retail for local needs; others hatdengeneral goals of a mix of small/
large businesses; light industry to help with taxgewth of income and employment;
while one respondent noted that rapid growth widvitably cool as the amount of unde-
veloped land diminishes and thought needs to lexidid toward alternate ways of main-
taining a low tax rate and high quality of life.

The Master Plan Economic Plan is consistent widsélstatements, as the goal is, as
noted above, to encourage and direct the contmmati light industrial and commercial
development in the route 33 corridor.

We asked respondents to list thgmals for thehistoric aspectsof the Township.

All those who responded supported preservationstbhc buildings and sites. One also
suggested creating a historic district. One algmested acquisition by the Township of
historic houses/farms. One suggested creating-&ikiadly visitors center to depict the
history (including geologic history); similarly orseiggested creating a public register/
display for historic artifacts and documents andoemage public to donate. Only one
specific site was mentioned: the Dey Farm/Farmtamehe Museum. Another suggestion
was to publish a Township history.

The Master Plan Historic Preservation Element gotd “Preserve and protect the his-
torical sites and villages within the Township."élMaster Plan includes a historic re-
sources inventory.

The respondents were asked to dis¢uss Monroe is protecting

open space

Most respondents mentioned the aggressive progf@urchase of open space and de-
velopment rights, one noting that Monroe is theléan the county. Many said zoning
(including, several noted, cluster development)e Gaid “working with Stony Brook
Millstone Watershed Assn.” Other points noted -eemaging farmers to join farmland
preservation trust —requiring developers to det@&aetlands buffer boundaries -- ex-
panding Thompson park -- accepting dedication séfess” site areas --creating position
of Environmental Protection Manager — bufferinggains and wetlands — TDRS



— saving wetlands. The Master Plan Land Use elemehides the goal to
“continue the trend in open space acquisition, remventally sensitive area preserva-
tion and farmland preservation through various mpilag techniques and State or
County funding resources.” The Master Plan Congemdlan element notes goals to
“develop additional land use policies to presenmve protect natural resources espe-
cially aquifer recharge areas and mature woodlaride Township,” to “provide a
continuous network of open spaces along strearanjcsareas and critical environ-
mental areas through cluster subdivision technig@esl to “recommend the strategic
acquisition of property for preservation, park depenent and environmental factors.”

The Master Plan includes a comprehensive open gpaceavhose goals in-
clude , among others, “to provide for the retentbenvironmentally critical areas
and open space and recreational land through feegigvelopment techniques” and to
“provide for 2000 acres of natural open space...tghotlustering, lot averaging and
transfer of development rights” and to “develogehr parks along stream corridors
and flood plains, on abandoned rail lines and aldrlily easements for the creation of
hiking paths and bikeways.”
water qualityand groundwater
Respondents noted stormwater regulations, wellpeatéction, recognizing areas of

the Township that are geologically sensitive, prbibg wetlands, making
developers sample for pesticides/herbicides; réigni@eparating potable
and irrigation pipes; saving open space in rechargas. Occasionally ex-
tending public sewer to areas with failed sept&tays. One noted there is
wellhead protection by limiting development neawhship wells and
separated potable needs from potable water supply.

The Master Plan Conservation element includes dodlsreserve the quality
of both groundwater and surface water bodies thrdlexible design techniques” and
to “restore and preserve existing bodies of waiestenic and water conservation
purposes.” The Utility Service plan includes a godlcontinue to ensure an adequate
and safe water supply by adopting a zero loss rgetstandard within aquifer re-
charge outcrop areas.”
viewsheds

Respondents pointed to requirements that new dewedots have tree buffers.
Three mentioned open space preservation as a fiveteteasure.

The Master Plan Conservation Plan element notesktg “encourage lot av-
eraging, planned development cluster developmehb#rer techniques in order to
preserve ...scenic views...”
and other natural resources

The Natural Resources Inventory (updated 2006)merstioned.

The Master Plan Conservation Plan element notesktg “utilize the Town-
ship’s Natural Resources Inventory and the new BdSe Map to identify flood
plains, wetlands, aquifer recharge areas and woddiad ensure their protection
through State and local land use controls.”



The respondents were asked to identify what theyght werehe Township’s
strengths and weaknessesStrengths most often cited were the civic-minded
good government providing good services and gobdds. Also noted were the
protection of open space including zoning to protgen space and require large
lots; strong community with talented people; lowas and low crime rate; real
estate decisions made by Board of Education.

Monroe’s chief weaknesses according to the respusdee growth-related; sev-
eral noted roads and schools are not adequatedairgy population. Other
points noted: Environmental Commission is advismrly and can be ignored. -
Lack of unity of different age groups. -No commuyraenter. -Lack of affordable
housing.

Next, the respondents were asked to idewstifgngths and weaknesses in the
Township’s efforts to protect the environment These similarly stressed the
Township’s civic-minded government and the chaleenfdealing with growth
on the other hand. The strength cited most oftdrownship’s commitment to
protecting the environment (including open spa@s@nvation, selection of
knowledgeable Environmental Commission members having an Environ-
mental Protection Manager; water and sewer reguistibuffering and bulk trash
pickups). One weakness cited is too-rapid growtlotlzer is the need for tougher
ordinances; one suggested updating the Consenialgonent and Open Space/
Parkland Element of the Master Plan and creatingpam space management
plan. One said lack of public interest and parttign is a weakness.

Finally, the respondents were askenlv the Township encourages public par-
ticipation. Several noted that Township board/commission imge&re open to
public input is welcomed, and meetings are adwdti©ne noted in addition to
meetings, that public participates via sports lesg®PTA, volunteering. Several
said that more can be done to encourage publicypation — participation is low
for the meetings open to the public. One suggesti@sto generate interest by
creating a local land trust or friends of the pakg hiring a local or county natu-
ralist to conduct walks and educational programs.

The Master Plan Parks, Recreation and Open Spacest includes the goal
“Educating the public on the importance of treating environment with respect
and care is critical.”

*k%k

As the Watershed Association prepares the nexiepbiahe assessment, we look
to the Master Plan, Land Use and supporting ordiesnand these survey re-
sponses to provide the areas where we can helpdd@iand use and environ-
mental practices better fit the community’s visiddased on the responses of this
survey and on the Master Plan, the Associationfadllis its assessment of ordi-
nances and Best Management Practices on the foldpareas:



- Open space protection and management
- Greenwaysl/trails

- Sourcewater/Wellhead protection

- Surface water/stream corridor protection
- Biodiversity planning

- Conservation design

- Aquifer/groundwater recharge

- Sustainable community

- Critical areas protection

- Historic preservation

- Public participation

These topics are a work-in-progress and the deafint may reflect some modifi-
cations.

If you have any questions, comments, or additiarfarmation that you would

like to offer for the municipal assessment, pleam@act Susan Charkes, Environ-
mental Planning Specialist, at scharkes@thewatérsttg or (609) 737-3735.

We will be in touch soon to schedule a tour of Tlegvnship so that we can wit-
ness the Master Plan and Land Use Plan on-the-drdMe look forward to con-
tinuing to work with Monroe Township to ensure gthguality of life and natural
resources in the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershedfbthose who live, work,
and play here.
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