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Municipal well adjacent to landfill 
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Sedimented streambed and 
streambank scour , Kunkel Park 
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This memo summarizes the eight responses we received to our Municipal Assessment Offi-
cials Survey, which was distributed to various Pennington Borough officials, and places 
those responses in context with the vision of Pennington’s Master Plan (1998 Master Plan 
and 2005 Re-examination).   

The first question asked the recipients to tell us their vision for the future of Pennington 
Borough. In many ways the future looks very much like the present. All but one of the re-
spondents expressed a desire that the Borough maintain its character.  Respondents like and 
want to preserve Pennington as a small, primarily residential, family- and neighborhood-
oriented community.  Some mentioned a need to define the difference between the Borough 
and the surrounding area with a greenbelt or open space border. Pennington’s historic char-
acter was also important to several respondents. A few of the respondents mentioned the 
need for a business community in addition to residential neighborhoods; opinions varied 
from a focus on satisfying the needs of Borough residents, to ensuring a viable business at-
mosphere. Several respondents also expressed the desire for the community in general to 
have more vitality, energy or community spirit; others, for better communication between 
residents and Borough officials.  

This emphasis on preserving Pennington’s essential character is consonant with the goals of 
the Master Plan. Of the five goals, four refer to maintaining attributes: the Borough’s resi-
dential, historic character, its community-centered character and the distinction between the  
town center and the highway business district. 
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The importance of maintaining or enhancing Pennington’s character as a small, community-
oriented  town surrounded by a rural area was stressed by almost all the respondents in some 
manner. Many respondents felt that the community’s social or economic diversity needs to be 
maintained or increased, particularly by ensuring affordable housing and not rebuilding the 
Borough with expensive homes. Also important is the sense of community and neighborliness, 
which some respondents mentioned could be supported or improved by encouraging volun-
teerism and improving responsiveness of the Borough council to resident/commission con-
cerns, as well as encouraging community events. 

Goals for the economic character of the Borough were in some respects similar to the social 
goals. Keeping the Borough affordable was important to almost all respondents. More than 
half of the respondents stressed the need for holding down or even reducing taxes, and many 
cited the need for maintaining diversity (linked to keeping the Borough affordable for seniors 
and middle income families). Support for business, especially for ensuring that local shops 
thrive and for maintaining a vibrant downtown, was mixed with a common concern that busi-
ness development not overwhelm the Borough’s residential character. 

Preserving Pennington’s historic character was very important to all survey respondents , 
amidst concerns about the risks posed to the Borough by the trend for rebuilding older commu-
nities and by development pressures in Hopewell Township. Most respondents supported pas-
sage of a historic preservation ordinance to protect the town center, while the remainder felt 
that current efforts are sufficient and should be continued. Requiring design standards was also 
mentioned. 
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As a “square-mile” nearly-built-out municipality, Pennington has very little open space within 
its borders except for two small parks, but it benefits from the surrounding greenbelt of open 
space preserved by Hopewell Township. The Borough does administer an open space fund. 
Respondents were mainly in agreement that the Borough’s significant viewsheds are depend-
ent on the surrounding greenbelt. Several respondents reiterated the need for Pennington to 
continue to work regionally and cooperate with Hopewell Township to preserve the greenbelt, 
which would provide recreational and environmental benefits as well as preserving the historic 
character of the Borough by maintaining the visual distinction with its surroundings.  

Pennington has two kinds of viewsheds. One, respondents noted, is focused “out” toward the 
greenbelt, and so its protection needs to be addressed in the same manner as the surrounding 
open space, i.e. by cooperating with Hopewell Township. The other is the view “in” toward 
the Borough from the entrances to it, and respondents did not have a strong sense that this 
viewshed is being protected. 

All of Pennington’s municipal water is supplied by groundwater wells. Pennington’s current 
water quality focus is on testing and maintaining municipal wells; the respondents suggested 
that while the Borough’s efforts to protect the wells are adequate, the water supply is vulner-
able to contamination and depletion Several respondents suggested that Pennington needs to 
go beyond testing and maintenance measures, to address nonpoint source pollution and im-
prove stormwater management (beginning with implementing the State stormwater manage-



ment rules). In addition, respondents recommended citizen education about source water pro-
tection. The Master Plan Reexamination Report notes a concern regarding the capacity and re-
liability of the municipal system to serve the current population and projected future growth. It 
was suggested that the Borough undertake an assessment of the system’s needs and capacity. 

In general, respondents did not think Pennington is doing much to protect other natural re-
sources, nor that there is much to protect within the Borough, so that protecting resources out-
side the Borough (such as open space) is sufficient for the most part. Suggestions for better 
protection of Pennington’s resources included: attention to Baldwin’s Creek (C1 waters); a re-
quirement for stream buffers for new developments; a centrally located Borough park; improv-
ing public participation in the planning process; and influencing regional development that in-
creases traffic through the Borough. 
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1.    The Borough should remain primarily a residential community 
2.    The community-serving role of the Borough center area should be preserved and enhanced 
3.    The visual quality and historic character of the Borough should be protected and enhanced. 
4.    The existing distinction between highway business uses and town  center housing and business 

uses should be maintained. 
5.    The Borough should work toward a more proactive effort on regional issues such as traffic and 

circulation, open space preservation, community facilities, stream corridor protection, and wa-
ter quality improvement. 
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�� Friends of Hopewell 
Valley Open Space, D&R Greenway, the County and the State.  
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-      Creation of Greenways/Regional Planning and Collaboration  
-      Historic Preservation�
-      Contextual Design Standards�
-      Groundwater Recharge/Capacity-Based Planning�
-      Source Water Protection�
-      Stream Corridor Protection�
-      -
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-      Stormwater Management Best Management Practices�
-      Alleviating Traffic Problems 
-      Enhancing Cultural/Economic Diversity 
-      Resident Participation, Outreach and Education 
-      Municipal Official Knowledge Base  

 
These topics are a work-in-progress and the draft report may reflect some modifications. If you 
have any questions, comments, or additional information that you would like to offer for the 
municipal assessment, please contact Susan Charkes, Environmental Planning Specialist, or 
Jennifer Coffey, Director of Watershed Management, at scharkes@thewatershed.org, or jcof-
fey@thewatershed.org, respectively, or (609) 737-3735. We will be in touch soon to schedule 
a tour of the Borough so that we can witness the Master Plan and Land Use Plan on-the-
ground. We look forward to continuing to work with Pennington Borough to ensure a high 
quality of life and natural resources in the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed for all those who 
live, work, and play here.  




