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• Washington Crossing Audubon Society (www.washingtoncrossingaudubon.org) 
volunteers hike these woods to document important flora and fauna that depend on 
these mountains for their survival.  

• The Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association offers educational hikes, performs 
build-out analyses of development, provides GIS mapping services, and nominated 
six streams for Category 1 designation, to protect them from future impairments.      

 
These groups share a common objective, to incorporate accurate information into 
planning and zoning evaluations, in order to improve local decisions governing our 
landscape and natural resources. For example, several towns recently adopted large acre 
mountain zoning to address poor groundwater recharge and septic failures attributed to 
the diabase geology.  
 

There is still more that can be done!  
 

1. Submit personal letters of appreciation to the Governor and NJDEP for the Green 
Acres funding and Smart Future Grant.  In addition, request NJDEP to consider 
designating this region as a Special Resource Area, similar to the Highlands; 
designate the Sourland streams as Category 1 to restrict discharges and increase 
stream buffers; and reclassify the groundwater as a Class 1 sole source aquifer to 
ensure the protection of water quality.  

2. Stay informed on the progress of ongoing studies, planning and zoning efforts; 
and attend upcoming public meetings or hearings. 

3. Let your local and county officials know that you support these efforts, with a 
simple phone call, note of thanks, or even submit a brief news editorial.    

4. Become a member and support the organizations undertaking these efforts to 
preserve the Sourland Mountains for our enjoyment and for our children!    

 
 
“Certain areas are intrinsically suitable for certain uses while others are less so.  Begin 
with this simple proposition and codify the information.”   Ian McHarg, “Design With 
Nature,” 1967 
 
  
[Note: This article from published in the September 2003 issue of the NLN Watershed 
Watch newsletter.] 
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